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THE following bibliography is intended for use in the study of
Mohammedan law directly from the Arabic sources, and, therefore,
works on the subject written in European languages, as a rule, are not
indicated, since a very good account of them may be obtained from
the works of Juynboll and, especially, of MacDonald. The chief aim
in writing this bibliography is to give a vue d'ensemble of the litera-
ture and to furnish prospective students with the necessary bearings
in approaching the vast subject of Mohammedan law. To this end, the
chief works written on the different disciplines that make up, or are
preliminary to the study of, Mohammedan law have been explained;
works generally referred to and quoted in the sources have been indi-
cated, and, so far as possible, the sources have been presented in a
chronological order and their nature briefly explained. Although many
books which are not extant in printed or manuscript form have been in-
cluded, the list is by no means exhaustive, as the object has been selec-
tion rather than collection.

The Arabic sources fall into three fairly distinguishable classes: (a)
The so-called texts (main) or compendiums (mukhta^ar) ; (b) the
commentaries (shark) and glosses (hdshiyah, taqrlr, ta'liq) ; (c) the
collections of flegal opinions (fatwa). The compendiums give in a
more or less general way the principles of law respecting concrete
cases and are intended to serve as a basis of instruction and as a
mnemonic help. As a rule they do not mention the arguments, and do
not indicate the views of other schools. As they are intended to be
learnt by heart by the students, the ideal that the writers of such com-
pendiums set before themselves is to make them as brief, but also as
comprehensive, as possible. Probably the Mukhta$ar of Khalil has ap-
proached this ideal more than any other. Various devices are used to
hint, without using more words, whether a certain view was held by
the founder of the school (na$$) and whether it is an independent
view (qawl) or merely an application by analogy (wajh, qawl muk-
harraj) of an existing view. The persons responsible for a given view
and the view to be preferred out of the many given views are also
hinted. The Hanifite usage in this last respect is to cite first the view-
favored by the writer of the text, unless the text gives the arguments
also. In such case, first the views and then the respective arguments
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